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SERMON 

Preached  at  the   North-Church  of  CHR  IS  T 

in   Bojloriy    Sept.    21. 

To  Captain  Thomas  Stoddard,  and  his 

Company  ; 

On  Occafion  of  their  going  againft:  the  Enemy. 

y  Samuel  Cbeckley ,A.M. 

Paftor  of  faid  Church. 


2  Chron.  xxxii.  7,  8.  Be  Strong  and  Couragiou^ 
be  not  afraid,  nor  difmayed  for  the  King  of 
Aflyria,  nor  for  all  the  Multitude  that  is  with 
him  ;  for  there  be  more  with  us,  than  with  him* 
With  him  is  an  Arm  of  FleJJj,  but  with  us  is  the 
Lord  our  GOD  -y  to  help  us  and  to  fight  our 
Battles. 
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L  Samuel  XIV.  6. 

And  Jonathan  faid  unto  the  young  Man,  that  bare 

his  Armour,  C07ne  and  let  us  go  over  to  the  Garri- 

Jon  of  thefe   uncircumcifed  :    it  may  be,    that  the 

LORD  will  work  for  us,  for  the?~e  is  no  Refrain £ 

to  the  LORD,  to  fave  by  many,  or  by  few. 

S  it  was  with  the  People  of  GOD  under 
the  Old-Teftament  Difpenfation,  fo  it  is 
with  his  People  now  -,  they  are  fur- 
rounded  by  Enemies,  who  are  continu- 
ally plotting  againft  them,  and  watch  every  Oppor- 
tunity to  lay  them  wafle,—  they  try  every  Method, 
and  fome times  for  holy  and  wife  Reafons,  they  are 
permitted  in  fome  Meafure  to  prevail. 

When  this  is  the  Cafe,  it  becomes  the  People  of 
GOD,  to  fur  themfelves,  and  ufe  their  utmoft  En- 
deavours, le^ft  Zion,  which  is  fpoken  againft  by 
many,  mould  fall  a  Prey  into  their  Hands.  They 
may  lawfully  engage  in  War  ;  though  the  Vie  of 

Arms 


.    (  6  ) 

Arms  is  not  neceflary,  in  order  to  propagate  the 
Gofpel  of  Christ,  yet,  confidering  the  prefent  State 
of  Things,  they  are  neceflfary,  in  order  to  bring  down 
the  proud,  encroaching  Enemies  of  his  People,  and 
they  have  no  Warrant  from  the  Word  of  GOD, 
to  expect  that  he  will  appear  for  them  in  any  other 
Way.  They  are  to  look  for  his  Bleffing  in  the  Ufe 
of  Means,  and  if  they  are  animated  to  this,  not  only 
from  a  Regard  to  their  own  Safety,  but  from  a  feri- 
ous  Concern  for  the  Glory  of  GOD,  and  the  King- 
dom and  Intereft  of  his  dear  Son,  it  is  a  Token  for 
Good. — Happy  the  People  who  are  thus  difpofed 
and  influenced  ;  they  have  a  rational  Profpect  that 
the  Lord  will  be  their  God  ;  that  noDefigns  form- 
ed  agai?ijl  them  Jl:a  11  pro/per,  but  that,  wherein  their 
Enemies  deal  proudly,   he  will  make  it  appear,  that 

he  is  above  them. This  was  the  noble  Zeal,  that 

fired  the  Breaft  of  Jonathan,  and  this  was  the  Ef- 
fect of  his  Enterprize  againft  the  Philijlines.  He 
was  follicitous  for  the  Honour  of  the  GOD  of  Ifrael, 
and  that  GOD,  for  whofe  Glory,  he  was  concern- 
ed, improved  him  as  an  Inftrument,  to  defeat  the 
Enemies  of  his  People,  and  make  his  Name  honour- 
able. 

Here  it  is  neceflary  to  look  into  the  Context. 
The  Israelites,  were  thrown  into  great  Fear,  by  the 
vaft  Army,  which  the  Philijlines  had  raifed,  and 
encamped  againft  them.  A  little  before,  Jonathan 
had  made  a  Conqueft  of  one  of  their  ftrong  Garri- 
fons,  *  which  fo  enraged  the  Philijlines,  that  they 
at  once  declared  War,  and  gathered  them/elves  to- 
gether 

*   i  Sam.  xiiie   3. 
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get  her  to  fight  with  Ifrael,  thirty  thoufand  Chariot % 
and  fix  thoufand  Horfe-men,  and  People ',  as  the  Sand 
which  is  on  the  Sea  Shore  in  Multitude. — Such  was 
the  Effect,  this  had  upon  the  Ifraelites,  that  they 
hid  them) elves  in  Caves,  and  in  Thickets,  and  in  Rocks , 
and  in  high  Places,  and  in  Pits  >  and  fome  of  the 
Hebrews  went  over  Jordan,  to  the  Land  of  Gad  and 
Gilead  -,  fome  endeavoured  to  fecure  themfelves, 
where  they  thought  it  would  be  moft  unlikely  for 
the  Enemy  to  find  them,  and  others  fled  as  far  as 
they  could  from  prefent  Danger  ;  and  thofe  who 
remained  with  Saul  in  Gilgal,  were  in  great  Afto- 
nifhment,  when  they  faw  lb  many  betaking  them-* 
felves  to  Flight  : — Now  Jonathan  was  meditating, 
what  could  be  done  for  the  Relief  of  Ifrael,  and  alfo 
to  bring  down  the  Spirits  of  the  Enemy,  which  no 
doubt,  were  greatly  raifed,  when  they  faw  the  Ifra- 

elites  running  from  them. 

It  is  not  unlikely,  that  he  poured  out  his  Soul  be- 
fore GOD  upon  this  Emergency,  and  entreated 
him,  to  appear  in  this  Mount  of  Difficulty-—- And 
behold,  that  GOD  who  had  juft  before  faid,  he 
would  not  forfake  his  People,  for  his  great  Names 
fake,  becaufe  it  had  pleafed  him,  to  make  them  his 
People,  -f-  now  interests  himfelf  in  their  Cafe,  and 
works  out  a  glorious  Deliverance.  He  who  hath 
immediate  Accefs  to  the  Spirits  of  all  Men,  was 
pleafed  in  a  wonderful  Manner,  to  influence  the 
Mind  of  Jonathan. — Under  a  noble,  divine  Im- 
pulfe,  with  a  ftrong  Faith  and  Confidence  in  the 
GOD  of  Ifrael,  he,  with  only  a  young  Man,   that 

carried 

f  i  Sam,  xii.  22. 
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carried  about  his  Armour ,  attempts  the  Deliverance 
of  his  People.  Though  the  Garrifon,  in  which 
the  Philifiines  were,  flood  upon  an  Eminence,  and 
they  might  think  themfelves  out  of  Danger,  tho* 
they  mocked  "Jonathan  and  his  Companion  when 
they  made  their  Appearance,  yet  it  did  not  in  the 
leaft  difcourage  them,  but  enkindled  a  greater  Ar- 
dor. 

Jonathan,  full  of  Zeal,  Courage  and  Faith,  faid  to 
his  Armour  Bearer  come  up  after  me,  for  the  Lord 
hath  delivered  them  into  the  Hands  of  Ifrael  -,    and 
Jonathan  climbed  up  upon  his  Hands  and  Feet,  and 
his  Armour  Bearer  after  him  ;    and  they  fell  before 
Jonathan,  and  his  Armour  Bearer  flew  after  him. 
They  foon  deftnyed  about  twenty  Men,  upon  which 
there  was  a  Trembling  in  the  Hof,  in  the  Field  and 
among  the  People  ;    the  Garrijon  and  the  Spoiler s> 
they  alfo  trembled,  and  they  went  on  beating  down 
one  another.  %  As  Mr.  Henry  obferves,  "  there  was 
"  no  vifible  Caufe  for  Fear.     The  Philifiines  were 
"  numerous,  bold,  and  advantageoufly  ported  ;  the 
<c  Jfraelites  had  fled  before  them,  not  an  Enemy 
made  head  againft  them,  but  Jonathan,  and  his 
*f  Man,  -and  yet  they  Jhook  like  a    Leaf      The 
"  Confternation    was   general,  they   all  trembled, 
"  thofe,  that  had  been    moft  bold   and   forward, 
"  fhared  in  the  common  Fright. — To  compleat 
the  Confufion,  "  even  the  Earth  quaked,  and  made 
"  them  ready  to  fear,  that   it  would   fink  under 
"  them. — 

Thus   GOD's  right   Hand,  and  his  holy  Arm 

gave   Jonathan   and   his  Attendant  the   Victory. 

*  i  Sam.  xiv.  12,  to  16th.  This 
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This  was  the  Lord's  Doing,  and  It  was  marvellous 
ifi  their  Ryes  ;  and  no  doubt,  they  made  a  religious 
Improvement  of  it. — This  Attempt  had  been  very 
rafh  and  criminal,  had  not  Jonathan  had  a  Call  from 
Heaven  to  engage  in  it.  GOD  allured  him  he 
fhould  be  Victorious  ;  accordingly  he  ventured  not 
in  his  own  Strength,  but  in  the  Strength  of  the 
Lord  :  He  knew  that  there  was  no  Re/lraint  to  him 
tofave  by  ?nany  or  by  few,  that  he  could  enable  one 
to  chafe  a  Thcu/and,  and  two  to  put  ten  Thcifand  to 
Flight,  and  therefore  he  would  not  diftrult.  the 
Power  of  GOD,  how  formidable  foever,  the  Ene- 
my might  appear. 

What  further  ferved  to  animate  him  in  this  Af- 
fair, was,  that  the  Philiflines  were  not  a  People  in 
Covenant  with  GOD  ;  they  were  uncircumcifed  : 
Whereas  the  Ifraelites  had  the  Token  of  GOD's 
Covenant  in  their  Flefh  ;  he  had  made  Choice  of 
them,  for  his  People,  and  had  faid,  he  would  net  for- 
fake  them,  for  his  great  Name's  fake  ;  therefore  Jo- 
nathan put  on  Courage,  and  play'd  the  Man,  firmly 
perfuacled,  that  GOD  would  be  true  to  his  Promife, 
and  not  fuffer  their  Enemies  to  overthrow  them. 

And  now,  it  may  be,  fome  will  fay,  What  is  to 
be  inferred  from  this  Part  of  Jonathan**  Conduct  ? 
Is  he  herein  to  be  confidered  as  an  Example  for  us 
to  follow,  at  the  prefent  Day  ?  To  which  I  anfwer, 
No,  by  no  means.  He  acted  under  the  immediate 
EJire&ion  of  Heaven  ;  he  had  a  particular  fpecial 
Call  to  go  upon  this  Enterprize,  but  for  which  he 

could  not  have  been  jufufied However,  though 

Jonathan  in  this  Matter  is  not' a  Precedent  for  us  :o 

B  imitate. 
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imitate,  yet  there  Is  much  Inftrudtion  to  be  gather- 
ed from  this  Story  ;  there  are  many  Leffons  to  be 
learnt,  peculiarly  feaibriable,  under  our  prefent  Cir- 
cumllances. 

I  purpofe,  by  divine  Help,  to  confider  the  fol- 
lowing Things. 

The  People  of  GOD  arefometimes  called  to  en- 
gage in  War. 

When  this  is-  the  Call  of  Providence,  they  mould 
go  forth  in  the  Fear  of  GOD,  with  an  humble- 
Senfe  of  their  Dependance  upon  him. 

If  they  make  this  their  Care,  they  may  encourage 
themfelves,  that  the  Lord  will  work  for  them,  that 
he,  with  whom  it  is  infinitely  ezfytofave  by  many  or 
by  few,  will  profper  them  in  their  Enterprizes. 

Firfl.  The  People  of  GOD  are  fometimes  called 
to  engage  in  War.  They,  as  well  as  the  reft  of 
Mankind,  are  expofed  to  the  Infults  and  Depreda- 
tions of  Enemies.  Their  Relation  to  GOD,  as  his. 
People,  does  not  fecure  them.  It  was  no  Security 
to  the  Ifraelites,  as  we  find  in  Fact,  nor  is  it  any 
Security  to  his  People  in  thefe  Days.  So  far  indeed 
they  mav  take  Comfort  in  this  Relation,  that  while 
they  walk  worthy  of  it,  GOD  will  be  on  their  Side% 
but  it  doth  not  free  them  from  the  ill  Will  and  Af- 
iaults  of  Enemies.  Yea,  they  are  often  fingled  out> 
as  the  Objecls  of  their  Hatred  and  Scorn,  and  many 
Attempts  are  made  for  their  Subversion, — What  is 

the 
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the  Duty  of  GOD's  People  at  fuch  a  Time  ?  Are 
they  to  give  up  all,  without  making  any  Defence  ? 
or,  may  they  expect,  that  GOD  will  appear  for 
them,  when  they  are  not  in  the  Ufe  of  Means  for 
their  own  Safety  ?  The  former  is  not  required  of 
them  ;  the  latter  would  be  wicked  and  prefump- 
tuous.  They  are  to  be  juflified  in  Jetting  up  their 
Banners,  and  enlifting  Soldiers  ;  and  they  are  to  be 
commended,  whether  Officer s,  or  Soldiers,  who, 
when  occafion  calls,  offer,  thetnfelves  in  the  public 
Service. 

It  is  not  fufficient  that  the  People  of  God,  pray 
Jbr  the  Peace  of  jcrufalem  -,  (though  this  is  a  Duty 
of  great  Importance  and  Advantage,  and  mould  by 
no  means  be  neglected)  but  they  mould  be  in  the 
Ufe  of  other  Methods,  as  the  People  of  Jfrael  were. 
They  may  lawfully  take  up  Arms  and  withftand 
the  Enemy  ;  and  they  may  comfort  themfelves  with 
this  Thought  that  they  are  fighting  the  Lord's  Bat- 
tles. Christianity  doth  not  oblige  them  to  fit  ftill, 
and  tamely  fubmit  themfelves  a  Prey.  When  the 
Church  a/Christ  is  in  Danger,  when  her  Enemies 
threaten  her  Ruin,  that  is  the  Voice,  of  GOD  to  his 
People,  "  prepare  War,  wake  up  the  mighty  Men, 
let  all  the  Men  of  War  draw  near,  let  them  come 
forth,  beat  your  Plowmares  into  Swords,  and  your 
pruning  Hooks  into  Spears  ;  let  die  weak  fay  I  am 
ftrong."  * 

I  would  add  further  here,  that  it  is  allowable  for 
the  People  of  GOD,  not  only  to  ftand  in  their  own 
Defence,  when  attacked  by  the  Enemy,  but  if  their 

Enemies 
*  Joel  iii.  9,  10. 
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Enemies  are  fo  flituated  and  malicioufly  difpofed; 
that  both  their  religious  and  civil  Liberties,  are  in 
Hazard,  they  may  lawfully  march  their  Forces  a- 
gainft  them,  and  purfue  them  to  their  own  Terri- 
tories. 

Are  they  annoyed  by  the  wild  Boar  out  of  the 
Woods  ?  Do  the  Savages  of  the  Wildernefs  diftrefs 
them  ?  They  have  a  clear  Call  to  follow  them  to 
their  lurking  Places  ;  and  efpeciaity,  if  notwith- 
standing repeated  Offers  and  Attempts,  to  live 
peaceably  with  them,  they  prove  perfdious  and  de- 
ceitful. 

Or,  Are  they  expofed  to  Anti-chrijlian  'Enemies  ? 
Are  thefe  perpetually  fchemeing  to  undermine 
them  ?  Is  that  their  Language  ?  Let  us  take  to 
our  f elves  the  Houfes  of  GOD  in  Pojfejfion.  *  They 
may  lawfully  go  out  againft  them,  even  to  their 
ftrong  Garrifons,  and  if  they  can,  put  it  out  of  their 
Power  to  trouble  them  any  more. 

fojiaihan  went  over  to  the  Enemy,  he  faw  the 
Neceffity  of  it,  he  knew,  that  if  he  did  not,  the 
Enemy  would  be  likely  to  come  out  againft  Jfraely 
and  do  much  Mifchief. .  He  went  to  the  very  Spot 
where  they  were,  and  difcomfited  them.  Such 
Conduct  as  this,  is  agreable  to  the  Dictates  of  Rea- 
fon  ;  .it  has  been  the  Practice  of  the  molt  civilized 
Nations  ;  nay,  the  Lawfulnefs  and  Expediency  of 
it,  may  be  argued  from  the  Practice  of  GQD's 
People  of  eld,  as  we.  have  it  recorded  in  the  f acred 
Scriptures. 

Sometimes  the  Cafe  is   fb,   with   the  People  of 

GOD,  that   they   cannot   enjoy  any  Peace,  while 

*  Pfal.  lxxxiiu  1 2-  their 
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their  Enemies  are  fuffered  to  be  fo  near  their  Bor- 
ders ;  the  longer  this  is  permitted,  their  civil,  but 
efpecially  their  religious  Rights  are  more  in  danger, 
and  therefore  it  is  Vfot  only  Prudence  but  a  Duty, 
by  all  means,  if  poffible,  to  difpoffefs  them.  If  they 
have  the  Glory  of  GOD,  and  the  Redeemer,  at 
Heart,  they  may  be  encouraged,  that  he  will  fmile 
upon  their  Endeavours  for  this  End. 

A  Concern  for  the  Honour  of  GOD  and  Reli- 
gion, was  the  noble  Principle,  that  influenced  the 
Minds  of  many,  who  were  engaged  in  the  late  im- 
portant and  memorableExpedition  againfl  Louijbourg* 
The  Fire  of  Love  to  GOD,  burnt  in  their  Breafts, 
their  Zeal  for  his  Houfe,  edged  them  on,  and  fup- 
ported  them  under  amazing  Difficulties,  and  GOD 
was  pleafed  to  own  and  fucceed  them — This  fame 
Principle,  J  would  hope,  is  ftirring  in  many,  who 
are  gone,  and  going  upon  the  important  Enter  prize- 
now  on  Foot.  Gould  we  fee  more  of  this,  we 
might  encourage  ourfelves  yet  more  3  let  us  be 
thankful  for  what  we  have  feen  and  heard,  and 
be  animated  to  pray,  that  the  fame  Concern  may 
glow  in  every  Heart. 

I  pafs  on  to   the  fecond  Thing  propofed, 

Secondly.  When  the  People  of  GOD,  are  called 
to  engage  in  War,  they  mould  go  forth  in  the  Fear 
of  GOD,  and  with  an  humble  Senfe  of  their  De- 
pendance  upon  him.  The  Lord  can  work  for  them, 
and  it  may  be,  he  will  -y  but  then  they  muft  take 
Care,  in  what  Temper  they  proceed  :  This  is  a 
Matter,  that  nearly  concerns  them,  and  therefore 

worthy 
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worthy  of  their  ferious  Attention.  The  whole  Bo- 
dy of  the  People,  at  fuch  a  Time,  .fhould.be  follici- 
tous  what  Frame  they  are  in  ;  if  no  Regard  at  all, 
or  but  very  little  is  paid  to  the.  Almighty,  if  they 
truft  to  their  own  Policy,  Numbers  and  Strength, 
there  is  nothing  more  likely,  than  that  GOD  will 
difappoint  them.  This  is  much  more  difplealing  to 
him,  in  them,  than  it  would  be  in  their  Enemies,  in- 
afmuch  as  they  are  better  inftrucled,  and  have,  in 
Time  paft,  evidently  feen  the  Hasd  of  GOD,  in 
the  Salvations  he  hath  afforded  them. 

Having  made  Preparations  for  War,  they  mould 
look  up  to  GOD,  whofe  Providence  is  concerned 
in  all  Events.  They  mould  eye  him  as  the  fu- 
preme  and  fovereign  Difpofer  of  all  Things,  and 
commit  their  Caufe  to  him.  If  he  denies  his  Pre- 
fence,  all  their  Defigns  will  be  defeated.  They 
Should  look  to  the  hordjlrong  and  mighty,  the  Lord 
mighty  in  Battle.  That  Prayer  well  becomes  them, 
jf  thy  Prefence  go  not  with  our  Brethren,  carry 
them  not  hence.  *  They  mould  humbly  rely  on  his 
almighty  Arm,  praying,  that  he  would  interpofe  in 
every  Danger,  that  he  would  reftrain  their  Ene- 
mies, and  lead  their  Brethren  on  to  Victory 
and  Triumph.  They  fhould  unite  not -only  in 
fublic  Prayers,  but  fpread  their  Cafe  before  GOD 
in  their  Families  .  and  Clofets.  They  fhould  en- 
deavour to  feel  for  their  Brethren.  They  mould 
ferioufly  weigh  the  Matter,  that  they  may  have 
fome  Senfe  of  the  Wants  and  Dangers,  to' which 
they  may  be  expofed,  both  before,  and  when  en- 
gaged 

*  Exod.  xxxiii.  15. 
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gaged  with  the  Enemy,  and  how  necefiary  it  is,  in 
order  to  their  obtaining  a  Conqueft,  that  GOD 
fhouid  be  with  thern.  They  will,  doubtlefs  have 
many  Difficulties  to  encounter  ;  fome  of  them  we 
may  forefee,  there  may  be  others  ftill,  that  we  know 
nothing  of  ->  the  People  of  GOD  therefore  iiiftead 
of  boafting  and  afluring  themfelves  of  Victory, 
fhouid  look  to  the  Lord  of  Hojls,  and  continue  in 
Prayer,  for  thofe  who  are  jeoparding  their  Lives  in 
the  Woods  and  high  Places  of  the  Fields  that  they 
may  not  be  afraid  for  the  T€r?"or  by  Night,  nor  for 
the  Arrow  that  flieth  by  Day  y  that  GOD  would 
cover  their  Heads  in  the  Day  of  Battle,  and  cau)z 
them  that  hate  them  to  fee  or  fall  before  them. 

In  this  Way,  they  mould  cafl  all  their  Cares  upon' 
GOD,  humbly  refigning  themfelves  and  their  Bre- 
thren to  him. 

It  muft  not  be  forgotten  here,  that  while  the 
People  of  GOD,  are  thus  manifefting  their  Concern 
for  their  Brethren,  and  putting  their  Trujl  in  him, 
for  Succefs  ;  they  mould  be  careful  to  carry  on  the 
fpiritual  Warfare  at  home.  If  they  are  not  fight- 
ing againft  their  Lufts,  they  cannot  expecl:  that  God 
will  fight  againft  their  Enemies.  Their  Depen- 
dance  upon  him,  is  prefumptuous  and  wicked,  if 
they  don't  break  their  Covenant  with  Sin,  and  ex- 
ert themfelves  in  the  Mortification  of  it.  They 
fhouid  declare  War  againft  their  Corruption s,from 
whence  come  Wars  and  Fightings,  and  refolve  by  the 
Grace  of  GOD,  that  they  will  no  longer  have  Fel- 
lowfoip  with  them.  The  more  follicitous  they  are 
after  this  fort,  the  more  Reafon  they  have  to  hope,1 

that 
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that  GOD  will  fubdue  thofe  that  rife  up  agai??(l  them.- 
This  is  the  Duty  of  GOD's  People  when  called  to 
War. 

But  is  this  all,  fome  may  fay  ?  Is  it  fufficient  that 
they  raife  Armies,  and  fend  them  out  again  ft  the 
Enemy  ?  Is  it  fufficient  that  they  are  daily  com- 
mitting them  to  GOD,  leaving  the  Event  with  him, 
arid  cleanfing  themfelves  from  their  own  Iniquities. 
I  anfwer  No,  It  is  of  great  Importance  that  they 
who  go  out  to  War,  mould  engage  in  this  Service 
in  a  ferious  Temper.  Indeed,  it  cannot  be  denied, 
but  GOD  may  give  Sueceis  to  a  wicked  Ai  my  ; 
but  all  muft  allow,  that  the  Profpect  of  Victory,  is 
much  more  likely,  when  Officers  and  Soldiers  fet 
out  under,  and  are  actuated  from  religious  Princi- 
ples. It  is  an  happy  Omen,  when  Perfons  of  this 
Character,  offer  themfelves,  happy  for  them,  and 
happy  for  the  People  they  live  among  ;  we  wTould 
hope,  it  is  the  Character  of  many,  who  upon  the 
prefent  Emergency  have  enlifted   themfelves  in  the 

Service  of  their  Country. What  their  Duty  is,  it 

may  not  be  amifs  to  con  fid  er,  under  this  Head  of 
Difcourfe,  efpecially  as  there  are  fome  prefent  in  this 
Affembly,  going  to  our  Brethren  already  encamped, 
upon  whom  under  GOD,we  depend  for  the  Succefs 
of  this  People,  againit  their  encroaching  Enemies. 
Their  Duty  is  as  follows 

They  mould  fet  out  in  the  Fear  of  GOD.    Levity ' 
in  Temper  or  Behaviour,  ill   becomes  the  Soldier 
at  any  Time,  and  efpecially  when  they  are  going 
into  the  Field  of  Battle.    It  difcovers,  that  they  have 
not  a  proper  Senfe  of  the  divine  Being,  and  cannot 

but 
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but  be  difpleafing  to  him.  They  fhould  remem- 
ber, that  GOD's  Eye  is  upon  them,  that  he  is  per- 
fectly acquainted  with  the  Views  that  govern  them. 
He  knows  whether  they  have  any  Regard  for  him 
in  their  Minds,  whether  they  have  any  Concern  to 
obtain  his  Prefence.  They  mould  acknowledge  him 
in  all  their  ways.  Senfible  that  the  way  of  Man,  is 
not  in  him/elf  that  it  is  not  in  Man,  that  walketh, 
to  diretl  his  own  Steps,  they  fhould  look  to  GOD 
for  Light  and  Direction.  He  is  the  Father  of  Lights, 
and  hath  faid,  if  any  lack  Wifdom,  let  hi?n  ajk  it 
of  GOD,  who  giveth  unto  all  Men  liberally  and  up- 
braideth  them  not,  and  it  foall  be  given  him.  * 

And  as  the  Perfons,  of  whom  we  are  fpeaking, 
not  only  ftand  in  need  of  Wifdom  from  above,  but 
of  the  Care  and  Protection  of  Providence,  they 
fhould  earneflly  beg  of  GOD,  that  he  would  be  their 
Di fence,  that  he  would  preferve  them  from  all  Evils, 
and  appoint  Salvation  for  Walls  and  Bulwarks. 

Surely,  They  who  are  going  into  the  midft  of 
Dangers,  fhould  be  Men  of  Prayer  ,  they  mould 
not  dare  to  neglect  it,  leaft  GOD  fhould  be  pro- 
voked to  cut  them  off. — They  fhould  be  further 
follicitous  that  they  may  be  in  a  State  of  Favour  and 
Friendfhip  with  their  Maker. 

They  fhould  acquaint  them/ elves  with  GOD  and 
be  at  Peace.  There  is  an  awful  Controverfy.fub- 
fifting  between  GOD  and  Man  ;  and  it  is  of  the 
lafl  Importance,  that  the  Grounds  of  it,  be  remo- 
ved ;  till  then,  GOD  is  our  Adverfary.  This 
fhould  come  with  Weight  upon  the  Minds,  of  all, 

C  and 
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and  certainly  k  fliould  imprefs  rh ofe, who  :are  called 
into  the  Field  of  War. — It  ftands  them  in  Stead, 
in  a  peculiar  Manner,  to  fee  to  it,  that  the  Princi- 
pled Enmity  wkhin  them,  he  deftroyed,  that  they 
renounce  their  Lulls,  and  all  other  Lords  that  have 
had  Dominion  ever  them.)  ,aad  now  make  Mention  of 
his  Name,  and. of  his  only.  They  fliould  look  to 
him  to  pardon  their  paft  Rebellions,  and  become 
reconciled  to  them.  Should  GOD  grant  this  Fa- 
vour, and  give  them  the  Senfe  of  it,  this  would 
afford  unfpeakable  Solace  in  the  Day  of  Batde  ;  it 
would  help  to  eftabliih  their  Minds  in  the  midft 
of  the  confifed  Noife  of  the  Warriors,  and  when 
Garments  rolled  in  Blood  may  lie  before  them. 
To  proceed, 
They  that  are  engaged  in  War,  fhould  go  forth 
with  an  humble  Senfe  of  their  Dependance  upon 
GOD.  They  fliould  rely  on  him  for  Hefolution  ; 
It  is  GOD,  that  giveth  Strength  to  them  ivho  turn 
the  Battle  to  the  Gate..  Jf  hepleafeda,  he  can  take 
aivay  their  Courage,  he  can  eaiily  rahinge  their 
Spirits,  and  make  them  tremble  as  the  Philijiines 
did.  Many  JBattles  hav.e  been  loft  hy  fuch  a  Pve- 
buke  of  Heaven.  Thus  we  read  of  the  Ifraelites, 
whom  Jofiua  fent  againft  the  Mem  of  Ai.  The 
Hearts  of  the  People  melted \  and  they  became  as  Wa- 
ter. %  J.uft  before,  they  had  a  great  Flow  of  Spi- 
rits ;  they  were  fo  fluflied  with  the  Victory,  they 
had  obtained  over  Jerichv,  that  they  were  ready  to 
think,  they  could  accomplish  almoft  any  thing. 
But  how  is  the  Cafe  now  ?  What  becomes  of 
their  Courage  and  Refolution  ?  This  fliould  teach 
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the  Soldier  not  to  boaft  in  his  own  Strength,  but  to 
look  to  GOD ,  from  whom  comet h  every  good  Gift, 
that  he  would  endue  them  with  true  Magnanimity' 
andFirmnefs  of  Mind  ;  that  he  would  uphold  their 
Faith  in  him,  and  not  furfer  them  to  fear  with 
Amazement.  If  GOD  is  thus  prefent  with  the 
Armies  of  his  People,  they  fhall  do  great  Things 
and  wonderful.  He  will  enable  them  to  fmile  upon 
Danger,  and  meet  the  enraged  Enemy  with  in* 
trepid  Courage. 

As  they  mould  look  to  him  for  Refolution,  fd 
they  mould  for  Succefs..  The  mod  puiiTant  Gene- 
rals, the  braveft  Soldiers,  may  be  overcome,  and 
they  certainly  will,  if  GOD  is  not  on  their  S~i.de. 
If  he  denies  his  Prefence,  their  Striving  fir  the 
Maflery,  will  avail  nothing  5  let  them  fight  ever  fo 
valiantly,  it  will  be  no  better  than  heating  the  Air* 
But  if  GOD  goes  with  them,  if  their  Faith  is  built 
upon  his  almighty  Power*  they  need  not  fear  > 
through  this  divine  Principle,  they  mail  fubdm. 
Kingdoms,  obtain  Promifes,  flop  the  Mouths  of  Lions, 
and  quench  the  Violence  of  Fire.  They  fid  a 11  efcape 
the  Edge  of  the  Sword,  out  of  Weaknefs,  they  fhall 
be  made  Strong,  they  fjall  wax  valiant  in  Fight, 
and  turn  to  Flight  the  Armies  of  the  Aliens*  * 

Thirdly.  When  it  is  the  Concern  of  a  People 
engaged  in  War,  to  go  out  againft  their  Enemies,  in 
the  Fear  of  GOD,  with  an  humble  Senfe  of  their 
Dependance  upon  him  ;  they  have  Encouragement 
to  hope,  that  thehoRD.  will  work,  for  them-,  that 
hey  with  whom  it  is.  infinitely  eafy  to  fdve  by  many 

*  Heb.  xi.  33,  34.  or 
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or  by  jew,  will  profper  them  in  their  Enterprizes. 
The  GOD  of  Armies  indeed  does  not  fay  to  them, 
as  he  did  to  his  People  of  old,  /  will  deliver  your 
Enemies  into  your  Hands  ;  yet,  if  their  Temper  is 
fuch  as  hath  been  defcribed,  they  have  abundant 
Reafon  to  conclude,  that  Succefs  (hall  attend  them. 
— Here  I  take  it  for  granted,  that  the  War  in 
v/hich  they  are  engaged,  is  lawful  -,  otherwife  I 
mould  not  dare  to  fpeak  in  this  Manner.  It  is  en- 
tirely confident  with  Reafon  and  Revelation,  that 
when,  as  a  People,  they  are  injured  and  oppreffed, 
when  every  Thing  near  and  dear  to  them,  is  threat- 
ned  -,  they  mould  endeavour  to  right  themfelves, 
and  not  only  fo,  but  do  what  they  can,  to  prevent 
Encroachments  for  the  Time  to  come.  This,  I 
think,  may  be  eaiily  granted,  and  if  it  is,  they  are 
to  be  juflified  in  all  their  martial  Preparations  for 
this  Purpofe.     It  is  not  only  allowable,  but  Duty. 

And  now,  if  it  is  the  Concern  of  a  People,  in 
the  midft  of  their  military  Engagements,  that  GOD 
may  be  with  them  ;  if  they  are  fenfible  that  with- 
out him,  they  can  do  nothing  ;  that  the  Race  is  not  to 
the  Swift,  nor  the  Battle  to  the  Strong  ;  if  they  are 
perfwaded  that  Victory  is  of  the  Lord,  and  they  are 
trufting  to  his  Strength  in  the  Ufe  of  Means  ; 
What  is  the  Confequence  to  be  drawn  from  hence  ? 
Is  it  not,  that  fuch  a  Temper  is  pleafing  to  GOD, 
and  that  they  may  rely  on  him  for  Succefs  ?  This 
is  certain,  if  any  may  hope  for  a  Bleffing,  they  may. 

But  this  is  not  all  the  Encouragement  fuch  a  Peo- 
ple may  take.  There  is  this,  further  to  flrengthen 
their  Faith,  that  they  are  the  People  of  GOD.    They 

are 
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are  the  ProfefTors  of  his  Name  and  Religion,  they 
have- taken  upon  them  the  Badge  of  his  Servants, 
and  therefore  he  will  put  Honour  upon  them.  Tho' 
they  may  by  neglecting  to  do  their  jirjl  Works,  and 
forgetting  their  firjl  Love,  provoke  him  to  correct 
them  with  the  Sword  5  yet  if  they  humble  themj elves 
Under  his  Hand,  if  they  turn  to  him  that  is  f mi  ting 
them,  andfeek  the  Lord  of  Ho/Is  ;  if  they  acknow- 
ledge their  Dependance  upon  him,  and  implore  his 
Prefence,  from  a  tender  Concern  for  his  Honor, 
they  may  with  Confidence  go  forth  to  War,  and 
truft  in  his  Covenant  Care  and  Faithfulnefs  for  a 
Bleffin£.  pje  will  not  cafi  off  his  People  who  ac- 
knowledge  him  in  their  Proceedings,  and  engage 
in  his  Strength  and  Fear.  He  gracioufly  remembers, 
them,  the  Ki?idnefs  of  their  Toulh,  the  Love  of  their 
Efpoufals,  when  their  Fathers  went  after  him  in  the 
Wildemefs,  in  a  Land  that  was  not  J own.  % 

Another  Ground  of  Encouragement,  is,  that  their 
Enemies  are  the  Aggrefors,  and  not  only  Enemies 
to  them,  but  to  the  blejjed  GOD,  the  Lord  Jesus 
Christ  and  his  Religion,  They  have  taken  Counfel 
again/1  them,  upon  unwarrantable  Grounds  ;  and 
therefore  they  may  hope,  that  GOD  will  check  and 
bring  down  their  Pride.  May  they  not  be  encou- 
raged, that  he  will  ride  upon  the  Heavens  for  their 
Help,  and  in  his  Excellency  upon  the  Skies,  to  mani- 
feft  the  Honour  of  his  Name.  Their  Enemies  are 
not  a  People  in  Covenant  with  GODj  they  are  A- 
liens  from  GOD,  and  Strangers  to  the  Covenant  of 
Promife.  They  have  this  black  Mark  upon  them, 
that  they  fupprefs  the  Book  of  the   Covenant,  the 

%  Jer.  ii.  2.  "  Hcfy 
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Holy  Scriptures  ;  their  main  Drift  is  to  overthrow 
the  Cauie  of  Christ    ;     And  fhall  they  prevail  ? 
Will  GOD  fuffer  them  to  accomplifh  their  Defigns? 
No,  he  will  not.     His  Church  is  too  dear  to  him, 
to  permit  thefe  Sons  of  Violence,  thefe  proud 1  Oppr ef 
fors,  to  make  a  Prey  of  her.     They  may  endeavour 
to  fubvert  the  Foundation  -,  but   his   People  may 
withftand  them,  with  Hopes  of  Suceefs  -}  with  the 
full  Affurance  that  GOD  will  not  fuffer  his  Faith* 
fulnefs  to  fail  \  that,  though  their  Enemies  may  take 
Counfel  together,  they  foal  I  be  broken  to  pieces,  and 
their  Devices  come  to  nought.     The  Lord  of  Ho/Is  is 
.with  them,  the-GOJDof  Jacob  is  their  Refuge. 
It  remains  now  to  apply  this  Difcourfe. 
Firji.  We  may  infer  from  what  we  have  heard, 
that  we  in  this  Land,  have  a  clear  Call  to  go  out  to 
War.     The  P erf dioufiefs   of  France,  the   Deceit 
and  Cruelty  of  our  Indian  Neighbours,  the  Violations 
of  folemn  Treaties,  they  have  both,  been  guilty  of, 
are  a  fufficient  Vindication  of  thofe  Meafures,  which 
thefe  American  Britifi  Colonies  are  purfuing.     It 
is  too  plain   to   be    denied,    that  the  former,  have 
made  illegal  Encroachments  upon  us.     This,  with 
the  great  Number  of  Forces,   they  have  for  fome 
Time  part,  been   tranfporting  into  thefe   American 
Regions,  and  their  Plan  of  Operation,    which,  it  is 
iaidj  hath  fallen  into  our  Hands,  is  enough  to. con- 
vince us,  of  the  Unrighteoufnefs  of  their   Proceed- 
ings, and  the  Juftnefs  of  our  own  Caufe.-—As  to 
die  latter,  (our  Indian  Enemies)  it  is  equally  mani- 
feft9  that  they  have  over-reached  the  Line,  and.tref- 
pafied  upon  the  Bounds  of  Equity   and   Juftice. 

What 


(    23     ) 

What  Deft rudtion,  'have  they  made  upon  our  Bor- 
ders, from  Time  to  Time,  even  from  the  firit  Set- 
tlement of  New-England  ?  How  many  have  been 
carried  into  a  doleful  Captivity  ?  How  much  inno- 
cent 'Blood,  hath  been  fhed  ?  May  we  not  with 
Propriety,  adopt  the  Language  of  the  Pfaimift  ?  O 
God,  the  Heatlwn  are  come  into  thine  Inheritance  -y 
the  holy  Temple  have  they  defiled r ;  they  have  laid  Je- 
rufalem  on  Heaps.  The  dead  Bodies  of  thy  Servants^ 
have  they  given  to  be  Meat  unto  the  Fowls  of  the 
Heaven,  and  the  Fle/h  of  the  Saints,  unto  the  Beajls 
of  the  Earth.  Their  Blood  have  they  fiedy  like  Water 
round  about  ferufalem,  and  there  was  none  to  'bury 
them.  *  Have  they  net  taken  'oflfour  little  ones  and 
daJJ:ed  them  againjl  the  Stones  ?  Shall  not  GOD  vijit 
for  thefe  Things  ?  Shall  not  his  Soul  be  avenged,  on 
fuch  barbarous  Enemies  as  theje  ? 

Shall  we  fet  ftill  ?  Shall  our  Arms  Ire  by  neg- 
lected, when  fuch  unparalled  Wickednefs  hath  been 
committed  ?  and  when  our  Enemies  are  threatning 
to  act  the  fame  bloody  Scene  over  again  ?  GOD 
forbid.  Bleffed  be  his  Name  for  that  noble,  martial 
Spirit,  he  hath  ftirred  up  in  this  and  the  neighbour- 
ing  Provinces.  We  refpeel:  the  Names  of  thofe, 
who  are  gone  and  going  forth  in  their  Country  s 
Caufe.  We  wifh  them  a  Bkffing  this  Day  out  of 
the  Houfe  of  the  Lord.  J  can't  but  hope,  our  p-refeni 
Preparations,  are  pleafing,  in  the  Sight  of  Heaven, 
that  it  is  GOD,  that  hath  thus  animated  this  Part 
of  North-America>  and  that  he  will  appear  to  pro- 
tect us*  We  will  rejoice  in  thy  Salvation,  and  in 
the  Name  of  our  GQDywe  m£j&-  mp  aur  Banners. 

*  Rial,  lxxix.  i,  2,  $.  Secondly, 
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Secondly.  We  learn  what  our  Duty  is,  at  this  Day. 
We  muft  go  forth  in  the  Name,  in  the  Strength, 
and  Fear  of  the  Lord.  The  Juftnefs  of  our  Caufe, 
will  not  excufe  us,  if  we  neglect  tins,  GOD  will 
punifh  thofe,  who  do  not  realize  their  Dependance 
upon  him,  and  give  him  Glory,  as  the  GOD  of  Sal- 
vation. Let  us  not  dare  to  prefume  in  our  own 
Strength.  GOD  hath  (hewn  us  the  Vanity  of  this, 
in  the  inglorious  Defeat  of  our  Forces  at  the  Ohio. 
They  were  ready  to  boaft  themfelves,  as  though  no- 
thing could  move  them,  and  doubtlefs  many  among 
us,  were  inclined  to  join  in  Sentiment  with  them. 
But  in  what  a  remarkable  Manner,  did  a  fovereign 
GOD  difappoint  their  and  our  Expectations  !  We  be- 
came a  Heproach  to  our  Neighbours,  a  Scon?,  and  De- 
ri/ion to  them,  that  are  round  about  us. — This  Frown 
mould  be  borne  in  Mind,  to  humble  and  teach  us, 
where  our  Help  lies.  Let  us  not  truft  in  our  own 
Jlrms,  nor  to  our  own  Bow.  While  fome  truft  in 
Chariots,  and  fome  in  Horfes,  let  us  remember  the 
Name  of  the  Lord  our  GOD.  Let  us  endeavour 
to  realize  the  over-ruling  Agency  of  Heaven  in  Jall 
human  Affairs,  and  have  our  Eyes  up  unto  GOD 
for  Direction.  Let  us  not  neglect  Prayer  at  fuch  a 
critical  Seafon  as  this.  The  peculiar  Afpects  of  Pro- 
vidence, call  for  our  earned,  and  conftant  Supplica- 
tions at  the  Throne  of  Grace.  Let  us  pray  that  a 
Spirit  of  Prayer,  may  be  more  abundantly  poured 
out  upon  us.  It  is  to  be  wifhed,  that  the  laudable 
Practice  of  Praying  at  the  Heads  of  particular  Re*- 
giments,  or  Companies,  a  Cuftom,  that  once  pre- 
vailed among  us  to  the  Glory  of  our  New-England 
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Arms,  might  be  revived.     How  much  more  com- 
fortable would  the  ProfpecTs  of  GOD's  People  be, 
when  their  Forces  are  gone   forth  to  War,  were 
they  affured,that  every  Day,  they  were  commended 
to  the  GOD  of  Armies,  for   his  Smiles,  by  thofc, 
who  refpectively  lead  them.     What  an  Encourage- 
ment would  this  be  to  the  Faith  and  Prayers  of  thole 
who  tarry  at  Home,  a^d   how  much  Sin  might 
hereby  be  prevented  in  the  Camp  ?  A  praying  Peo- 
ple, a  praying  Army,  are  peculiarly  pleafing  to  God, 
the  Spirits  of  fuch,  are  in  the  leafl  Danger  of  being 
daunted  ;  they  are  the  moft  likely  to  behave  with 
Valor,  and  drive  their  Foes  before  them. — We  have 
made  great  Preparations,  there  is  by  far,  a  greater 
Number  of  Men  under  Arms,on  this  Continent  than 
was  ever  known  before  ;  but  let  us  not  depend  up- 
on thefe  ;  they  are  but  Men,  they  are  but  fecond 
Caufes,  and  can  do  nothing,  but  what  they  are  fpi- 
rited  to  do,  by  GOD  who  is  the  grand  y£r/?  Caufe, 
Let  us  pour  out  our  Souls  before  him,  and  intreat 
his  Favor,  that  he  would  take  our  Forces  under  his 
Protection  and  Conduct.     Let  us  pray  for  his  Pre- 
fence  with  our  General  Officers,  that  in  all  their 
Confultations,  they  may  be  influenced  by  him,  who 
is  the  wonderful  Counfel/or,  who  giveth  Counfel  and 
Strength  for  War.  Let  us  pray  for  all  our  Brethren, 
inlifted  under  them,  that  divine  Reftraints  may  be 
laid  upon  their  Lufts,  that  they  may  be  infpired 
with  true  Courage,  and  not  be  afraid  to  look  the 
Enemy  in  the  Face ;  that  he  would  teach  their 
Hands  to  war  and  their  Fingers  to  fight  ;  that  he 
would  defend  them  in  the  Heat  of  Action,  that 
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they  may  maintain  the  Field,  and  come  off  Con- 
querers.  And  while  the  Holt  is  gone  forth  to  War, 
let  us  keep  oar  {elves  fronv  every  wicked  Thing, 

Thirdly.  We  learn  to  whom  to  give  the  Praife, 
when  our  Arms  are  crowned  withSuccefe.  It  isGoD 
that  leads  on  to  Vic!ory,and  therefore  the  Glory  of 
it,  is  at  all  Times  due  to  him.  We  in  this  Land, 
have  a  loud  Call  to  fhout  forth  the  Praifes  of  the 
Almighty.  It  hath  for  fome  Time  pair,  been  a  Day 
of  Darknefs,  a  Seafon  of  doubtful  Expectation  with 
us.  We  have  fent  out  our  Forces  to  one  Place  and 
another,  againft  a  powerful,  politic  Enemy  ;  they 
no  iboner  left  us,  but  the  Hearts  of  many  quaked 
for  Fear.  But  how  fignally  hath  GOD  appeared "? 
What  abundant  Reafon  have  we  to  extol  his  Name? 
Our  Brethren  who  firft  went  from  us,  GOD  was 
pleated  to  fucceed  in  a  furprizing  manner.  We 
ought  to  take  particular  Notice  of  this  remarkable 
Providence.  Our  Enemies  wrere  not  apprized  of 
our  Schemes,  till  they  faw  our  Brethren  advancing 
towards  them.  Their  FortrelTes  were  foon  and  ea- 
iily  conquered,  and  with  fcarce  the  Lofs  of  any 
Lives.  Should  we  be  wanting  in  our  Praifes  upon 
this  Occafion,  even  our  Enemies  might  cry  out 
Shame  upon  us,  and  we  might  well  think  that 
GOD  would  be  greatly  provoked.  Let  us  call  up- 
on our  Souls,  a??d  ail  that  is  within  us  to  blefs  his 
Name,  Let  us  praife  him  for  what  he  did  for  and 
by  our  Brethren  ;  and  let  us  take  into  thankful  Con- 
fideration,  his  Goodnefs  in  fending  an  Englijh*  Fket 
into -t-hefe  Seas  at  fuch  a<  critical  Seafon,  when  a  pow-* 
erful  French  Squadron  appeared^aad  it  is  likely  had 
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taken  pofleilion  of  Nova-Scotia  before  this  Time, 
had  it  not  been  for  this  Interpolation  of  Heaven. 
Praife  the  Lord  all  ye  People \,  give  him  the  Glory, 
that  is  due  to  his  Name. 

But  is  this  all,  we  have  to  praife  him  for  this 
Day.  Methinks,  I  hear  one  and  another,  faying, 
no.  The  Lord  hath  done  greater  Things  for  us 
frill. — This  leads  me  to  that  more  ailoniming  Vic- 
tory, the  joyful  Tidings  of  which,  we  received 
the  laft  Week.  A  Victory,  equal  to  which  was 
never  known  in  this  Part  of  the  World,  and  ob- 
tained by  as  warm  an  .Action,  as  was  ever  engaged 
in  here.  Our  Enemies  flufhed  with  their  Succefa 
at  the  Southward,  no  doubt  returned  with  high 
Spirits,  and  promiied  .tliemfelves  that  they  had 
ftruck  the  main  Stroke.  Their  Ardor  was  inkind- 
led  to  a  great  Pitch,  and  it  is  not  improbable,  but 
our  Forces,  upon  hearing  of  the  Southern  Defeat* 
and  feeing  the  high  Spirits  of  the  Enemy,  were 
under  more  fearful  Appreheniions  than  they  other- 
wife  would  have  been.  Our  Enemies  had  a  great 
Advantage  ;  In  a  human  View,  Things  looked 
very  doubtful  ;  and  it  is  not  to  be  wonared  at,  if 
many  were  afraid,  what  Tidings  they  mould  hear.— 
But  now,  the  Lord of Hofis  the  GOD  of  our  Fathers, 
fteps  in  with  his  powerful  Affiftance.  He  fortified 
the  Minds  of  our  Brethren,  and  prepared  them  for 
the  Onfet,;  they  received  the  .Enemy  with  Courage, 
and  play  d  the  Man.  The  Enemy  who  juft  before 
faid,  I  will  purfue,  I  will  overtake,  I  will  divide 
the  Spoil,  my  Lufl  JJjall  be  fatisfied  upon  them,  1  will 
draw  my  Sword,  my  Hand  jhall  deflroy  them,  now 

fall 


(    28    ) 

fall  in  Battle  or  betake  themfelves  to  Flight.  Thy 
right  Hand  O  Lord  is  become  glorious  in  Power, 
thy  right  Hand  0  Lord  hath  dafied  in  pieces  the  E- 
nemy,  and  in  the  Greatnefs  of  thine  Excellency  thou 
haft  overthrown  the?n  that  rofe  up  againjl  us  -,  thou 
didjl  fend  forth  thy  Wrath,  which  confumed  them  as 
Stubble.  Thine  is  the  Greatnefs,  the  Victory,  and 
the  Majejiy. 

Glory  be  to  GOD,  we  were  favored  with  fuch 
Commanders,  and  fuch  brave  and  active  Soldiers, 
that  he  was  with  them  one  and  all,,  and  brought 
to  pafs  fuch  great  Things.  Let  us  all  agree  in  this, 
to  magnify  the  Lord,  and  exalt  his  Name  together. 
This,  he  juftly  demands  of  us.  Let  us  expiefs  our 
Gratitude  in  a  right  manner,  the  moft  acceptable 
Way,  is,  by  our  obedient  Lives. 

I  am  fenfible,  it  is  here  neceffary,  Ffhouldadd 
a  Word  of  Caution,  which  is  this*  Rejoice  with 
Trembling.  We  have  abundant  matter  for  Praife, 
but  let  us  confider,/the  Enemy  is  not  yet  driven 
out  of  the  Field.  The  Canaanites  are  Hill  in  the 
Land,  and  if  we  do  not  fuitably  improve  this  Smile 
of  Providence,  GOD  may  be  provoked  to  fhift  the 
Scene,  and  fill  our  Hearts  with  Sadnefs. 

Fourthly.  From  what  we  have  heard,  we  may 
gather  fomething  to  ftrengthen  our  Faith,  in  the 
prefent  Seafon  of  Confufion  and  War,  and  that  is, 
that  our  Enemies  now  come  out  againft  us,  are  the 
Enemies  of  the  Son  of  GOD,  and  of  his  Cauje. 
They  plainly  difcover  themfelves  to  be  a  Branch 
of  the  Antichrifiiat^Romifo  Church,  fpoken  of  it 
in  the- Book  of  the  Revelation  ->  ■•*  the  Downfall  of 
■  ■  '    *  Rev.  xvii.  5,  6.  which 
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which,  is  clearly  foretold.  How  mould  this  con- 
firm our  Faith,  excite  our  Endeavours,  and  animate 
our  Prayers.  Let  us  not  be  Faithlefs,  but  Believ- 
ing. Neither  the  Powers  of  Earth  or  Hell  Jhall 
prevail ,  He,,  that  hath  fet  his  King  upon  his  holy 
Hill  of  Zion,  can  laugh  at  them,  and  have  them  in 
Deri/ion.  Let  us  go  committing  our  Brethren  to 
the  Care  of  Heaven,  and  praying,  that  they  may  be 
the  happy  Tnftruments  of  delivering  that  Part  of 
GOD's  Zion  which  is  founded  in  America. 

I  mould  now  clofe  this  Difcourfe,  but  I  muft  not, 
I.  can  not  do  it,  without  fpeaking  a  Word  to  cur  Bre- 
thren in  this  AfTembly,  who  are  going  from  us  in- 
to the  Field  of  War. 

My  dear  Friends, —  T  gladly  embrace  this  Op- 
portunity to  give  you  fome  ferious  Advice,  before 
you  depart  hence.  I  pretend  not,  to  inftruct.  you  in 
the  Ufe  of  Arms  y  was  I  qualified  for  it,  it  comes 
not  within  my  Province...  What  I  have  to  offer,  is 
of  a  religious  Nature  ,  give  me  Leave  to  fpeak  free- 
ly to  you,  and  may  it  fink  deep  into  your  Hearts. 

You  are  going  upon  an  important  Enterprife,  and 
it  becomes  you  to  examine  how  the  Gafe  is  with 
you.  If  you  have  not  the  Fear  of  GOD  before 
your  Eyes,  if  you  are  yet  in  your  Sins,  and  have  no 
Concern  to  obtain  the  Favor  of  GOD  ;  your  Ex- 
pectations of  hisPrefence  with  you,  cannot  be  well 
grounded.  Fly  to  the  Blood  of  Christ,  that  the 
pardoning  Virtue  of  it  may  be  applied  to  your  Souls, 
before  you  leave  us.  Pray  for  the  fan&ifying  In- 
fluences 
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fluences  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  that  a  favingChange 
may  be  wrought  in  you.  Think  of  this,  I  befeech 
you,  as  a  Matter  of  the  laft  Concernment,  upon 
which  your  eternal  Happinefs,  or  Mifery  may  de- 
pend.—  As  you  proceed  in  your  Journey  from  us, 
let  me  pYevail  upon  you,  to  be  often  looking  to 
GOD  -,  .eye  him  in  every  Step  you  take  ;  dare  not 
.Jjo  o*rnt  one  Day,  without  committing  your  felves 
to  him,  both  Soul  and  Body  ;  this  you  may  do,  as 
you  aie  travelling  along,  and  if.  you  are  careful  to 
perform  it,  you  may  hope,  that  GOD  will  attend  to 
your  Prayers,  and  not  foriake  you. 

We  exhort  you,    we  cnarge   you,    to  fear  this 
great  and  fearful  Name,  the  Lord*  your  GOD. 
Remember,  that  he  will  not  hold  them  Guiltlefs,  that 
take  his  Name  in  vain  ;    guard  againft  a   prophane. 
Temper,  and  let ,  no  corrupt  Communication  proceed 
out  of  your  Mouths,     Lay  afide  every  Weight,  and 
the  Sin  that  ?noft  eafly  befets  you,  looking  unto  Jesus, 
the  Captain  of  your  Salvation.    Keep  yourf elves  from 
every  accurfid   Thi?zg,  leait  you    mould  turn   out 
.Ackansiw  the  Camp.     It  is  not  for  you,  or  me  to 
fay,  what  Service  GOD  .may  call  you  to  ->  the  Ha- 
zards to  which  you  may  be  expofed,  are  at  prefent 
unknown  ;  GOD  only  is  acquainted   with   this  ; 
Prepare  yourfelves  to  meet  him,  both  in  a  Way  of 
Mercy  and  Judgment.     Should  you  engage  in  Bat- 
tle,  be  Strong  and  very  Couragious.     If  GOD  is  on 
your  Side,  more  is  with  you,  than  can  be  with  your 
Enemies  -y  with  them  would  be  an  Arm  of  Flejli,  but 
with  you  would  be  the  Arm  of  the  living  GQD.  Say 
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of  the  Lord,  he  is  my  Refuge ',  and  my  Fortrefs,  my 
GOD,  in  him  will  Itruft.  May  he  cover  yen  with 
his  Feathers,  and  be  your  Shield  and  Buckler. 

GOD  of  his  infinite  Mercy  grant,  that  we  may 
fee  you  again  in  Peace,  and  have  an  Opportunity  to 
rejoice  with  you.  Or,  if  he  mould  order  other- 
wife,  fhould  any  of  you  fall  by  the  Sword,  the  Lord 
Jesus  receive  your  Spirits  :  May  they  be  tranflated 
from  the  Field  of  Battle,  to  the  World  of  Glory 
and  BlefTednefs  above*  May  you  be  found  in  that 
happy  Number  who  mall  at  laft  fand  before  the 
Throne  and  the  Lamb,  clothed  with  white  Robes,  and 
Palms  i?i  their  Hands.  Finally,  Brethren,  farewell, 
The  Lord  be  with  you,  and  proffer  you  ;  and  let 
all  the  People  fay,  AMEN. 
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